
This Page Declassified lAW E012958

ARMY AIR FORCES HISTORICAL STUDIES' No4Ci
--_......(-------------_.- ~, -------

--- --- 1"-""-
l" -- I
I

r---- ------'--'-

AAF

~IIaROFILl'..mD DY E0TJI!!

in the

BASIC
MIL I T ARY TRA

?

r

II

I'
I
j

I
!,
i

!
!

I
, '.

rue·o:r'iginal' o:f' . ~
~~cuments from which ;~lS monog:r'aph and the
Bl~ USAF Historical Di'tr vr~s written are in

" . g. 914, Maxwell Air :8 on, Archives Branch
orce Base Alab ', ama.

, .,. ,

.'

. .
-~ ,

, . -- - . - -,
"~ :;;'H

_ c -\ , ",,' , .'
c . .

, , .-- M n-l~. r, <. r .;,. .~ . ,
, t

! -( AAF HISTORICAL OFFICE
HEADQUARTERS f ARMY AIR FORCES

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958



Report Documentation Page Form Approved
OMB No. 0704-0188

Public reporting burden for the collection of information is estimated to average 1 hour per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and
maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information,
including suggestions for reducing this burden, to Washington Headquarters Services, Directorate for Information Operations and Reports, 1215 Jefferson Davis Highway, Suite 1204, Arlington
VA 22202-4302. Respondents should be aware that notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person shall be subject to a penalty for failing to comply with a collection of information if it
does not display a currently valid OMB control number. 

1. REPORT DATE 
NOV 1946 2. REPORT TYPE 

3. DATES COVERED 
  00-00-1946 to 00-00-1946  

4. TITLE AND SUBTITLE 
Basic Military Training in the AAF, 1939-1944 

5a. CONTRACT NUMBER 

5b. GRANT NUMBER 

5c. PROGRAM ELEMENT NUMBER 

6. AUTHOR(S) 5d. PROJECT NUMBER 

5e. TASK NUMBER 

5f. WORK UNIT NUMBER 

7. PERFORMING ORGANIZATION NAME(S) AND ADDRESS(ES) 
Air Force Historical Reserch Agency (AFHRA),600 Chennault
Circle,Maxwell AFB,AL,36112-6424 

8. PERFORMING ORGANIZATION
REPORT NUMBER 

9. SPONSORING/MONITORING AGENCY NAME(S) AND ADDRESS(ES) 10. SPONSOR/MONITOR’S ACRONYM(S) 

11. SPONSOR/MONITOR’S REPORT 
NUMBER(S) 

12. DISTRIBUTION/AVAILABILITY STATEMENT 
Approved for public release; distribution unlimited 

13. SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES 

14. ABSTRACT 
 

15. SUBJECT TERMS 

16. SECURITY CLASSIFICATION OF: 17. LIMITATION OF 
ABSTRACT 
Same as

Report (SAR) 

18. NUMBER
OF PAGES 

505 

19a. NAME OF
RESPONSIBLE PERSON 

a. REPORT 
unclassified 

b. ABSTRACT 
unclassified 

c. THIS PAGE 
unclassified 

Standard Form 298 (Rev. 8-98) 
Prescribed by ANSI Std Z39-18 



I
I

•

•

This Page Declassified lAW E012958

ABL'Y AIR FORCES HIS'IOF..IC:~L STUDES: no. 49

ill.SIG lITLITARY TRAInInG III THE Ai'S!, 19.3~-1944

"a\F Historical Office
Headquartero, A~ Air Forces

November 1946

..
"

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958



•

•

•

This Page Declassified lAW E012958

FOREV10RD

This history of basic: military training in the AAF, covering
the six. years from ~ January 1939 to 31 December 1944, was pre­
pared in the Historical Section, A-2 Division, Headquarters AAF
Tra.ining Command, by em Hov~rd J:1- Vlilliams. Before July ~943,

Mr. Uilliams was a member of the staff of the Technical Training
Command Historical Section.

The first chapter shows the peacetime accumulation of' expe­
rience in planning, administration, training, and aotivation of
replacement training centers. Thereafter, the story revolves
around wartime activities: the growth of basic training centers;
administration, both from higher headquarters and within the
training units; personnel problems, with respect to permanent
party members as \'Iell as the hU-'ldreds of thousands of trainees;
and, most significant of all, the execution of the training mission.

An appendix of 94 documents which were important sources for
this study is attached to the No.1 copy of this study, AAF His...
torical Studies: No. 49, on file in the AAF Historical 01'fic.e, and
is available for consultation. These dOCUlUents oontain detailed
elaboration of many matters vlhich are only touched upon in the
study.

Readers familiar with the subject matter are invited to
furnish the AAF Historical Office nth criticisms, additional faots.,
or interpretations. For this purpose, perforated sheets have been
inserled at the back of the studyw
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Chapter I

BJ..3IO LITLIThRY TRll.TITI!'rG IU TIG IUT..3RIlL BET.ZJ 1':,0 ~;OmD ;;ARS

Ba.sic military trainine is the first phase of the process by'\mich

recruits are trans£onned from civilians into soldiers. Its objectives

may be defined as orientins men to Amy life a..'1.d providing them with an

elementary knowledge of fundamental military subjects. Instruction 6!I:.-

braces nrl.litary discipline and courtesy, drill, first aid, methods of

protection against disease, physical eonditioning, defense against enemy

attack, and care and use of yreapons. After completing training in these

and related subjects, recruits advance to instruction in the technical

specialties of the particula.r arm. or service of the 1.rmy to which they

. d 1are assJ.gne •

~ i:ar !. Background

During :,:orld ~!ar I, the Air Service maintained mechanic schools at

;St. Paul" lli.nn., and at I~elly Field" San Imtonio, Texas. At the St.

Paul school, technical training took precedence over military training.

Although military subjects were taught and strict discipline was en-

forced" drill was regarded primarily as a means of promoting physica.l

fitness. The staff considered the enlisted men pri..m.a.rily a.s students

;(lather than soldiers.
2

There are no data. available on military training

1. See Ea 21-,2, 16 July 1941" pp. 14-16.
2. Propeller, Jan. 1919, pp. 4, 7.
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